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LEGAL UPDATE 
June 23, 2017 

To:  Superintendents/Presidents/Chancellors, Member Community 
  College Districts 

From:  Ellie R. Austin 
  Schools Legal Counsel 

Subject: Chancellor’s Office Accepting Comments on Additional Proposed  
  Changes to Title 5 Regulations until July 3 
  Memo No. 14-2017(CC) 
 
 
On June 23, 2017, the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
(“Chancellor’s Office”) provided a 15-day notice concerning proposed revisions to 
the Board of Governors’ Title 5 regulations. The 15-day Notice is included as an 
attachment to this Legal Update.1  
 
The proposed revisions affect the following sections of Title 5: 
 

• Standards and Criteria for Courses - §§ 55002-55002.5 
• Credit Course Approval - § 55100 
• Approval of Credit Programs - § 55130 

 
The Board of Governors accepted comments and held a public hearing on the 
initial proposed changes on May 15, 2017. The Board is now modifying the 
proposed changes relative to sections 55100 and 55130, and is accepting public 
comment on the new proposed changes until July 3, 2017. The Board anticipates 
voting to approve all proposed changes at its July 17, 2017 meeting. Some 
additional, but less substantive, changes to sections 55002.5, 55100, and 55130 are 
also expected to go before the Board at its July 17 meeting.   
 
In the 15-day Notice, initial proposed changes are reflected by a single underline 
or single strikethrough, and new proposed changes are reflected by a double bold 
underline or double strikethrough. 
 

                                                           
1 Additional information on the Proposed Regulations can be found on the Chancellor’s Office website at 
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Divisions/Legal/Regulations.aspx. 

http://extranet.cccco.edu/Divisions/Legal/Regulations.aspx
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The Chancellor’s Office recommends that any comments submitted clearly specify the section or 
sections of the proposed regulations being addressed, and that comments be arranged in the same 
order as the proposed regulations.  
 
Please contact our office with questions regarding this Legal Update or any other legal matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information in this Legal Update is provided as a summary of law and is not intended as legal advice.  
Application of the law may vary depending on the particular facts and circumstances at issue.  We, therefore, 
recommend that you consult legal counsel to advise you on how the law applies to your specific situation. 
 
© 2017 School and College Legal Services of California 
  
All rights reserved.  However, SCLS grants permission to any current SCLS client to use, reproduce, and distribute 
this Legal Update in its entirety for the client’s own non-commercial purposes. 

http://www.sclscal.org/


 

15-DAY NOTICE OF MODIFICATIONS TO TEXT OF PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 REGARDING  

STANDARDS AND CRITERIA FOR COURSES - §§ 55002 - 55002.5 
CREDIT COURSE APPROVAL - § 55100 

APPROVAL OF CREDIT PROGRAMS - § 55130 
CONDITIONS FOR CLAIMING ATTENDANCE - § 58050 

 
 

15-day Notice published June 23, 2017 
 
The Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges hereby is providing notice of changes made 
to the above-referenced proposed regulation text which was the subject of a public hearing on May 15, 
2017. Section 206, subdivision (c) of the Procedures for the Standing Orders of the Board of Governors 
requires the Board to renotice the proposed regulatory action where the proposed regulations have been 
previously considered and are now being modified, and those changes are “sufficiently related” to the text 
of the previously-proposed regulations.  
 
CHANGES TO THE TEXT 
 
The initial 45-day comment period has ended. These proposed changes to the text of the regulations will be 
presented to the Board of Governors at its July 17, 2017 meeting. It is anticipated that the Board of 
Governors will vote to approve all proposed changes to these regulations, as originally noticed, and as 
noticed herein. All of the new changes that have been made to the proposed text of the regulations are 
denoted by double bold underline and double strikethrough, as follows.  
 
§ 55002.5 
(b) A course requiring 96 hours or more of lecture, study or laboratory work at colleges operating on the 
semester system or 66 hours or more of lecture, study, or laboratory work at colleges operating on the 
quarter system shall provide at least 2 units of credit. 
(b) A course requiring 96 hours or more of total student work at colleges operating on the semester 
system or 66 hours or more of total student work at colleges operating on the quarter system shall 
provide at least 2 units of credit. 
(c) Cooperative work experience courses defined in section 55252 shall adhere to the formula for credit 
hour calculations identified in section 55256.5. 
(cd) The amount of credit awarded shall be adjusted in proportion to the number of hours of lecture, 
study or laboratory work in half unit increments. For programs designated by the governing board as 
clock hour programs, units of credit shall be awarded in a manner consistent with the provisions of 34 
Code of Federal Regulations part 600.2. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA            ELOY ORTIZ OAKLEY, CHANCELLOR 

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE 
1102 Q STREET, SUITE 4400 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95811-6549 
(916) 322-4005 
http://www.cccco.edu 
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               Jacob H. Knapp, Acting General Counsel 
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(de) A district may elect to adjust the amount of credit awarded in proportion to the number of hours 
of lecture, study or laboratory work in increments of less than one half unit. Credit hours for all courses 
may be awarded in increments of one unit or less.  
(ef) The governing board of each community college district shall establish policy, consistent with the 
provisions of this section, defining the standards for credit hour calculations. District policy shall specify 
the credit hour calculation method for all academic activities, expected ratios of in-class to outside-of-
class hours for each type of academic activity, standards for incremental award of credit, standard 
term length, calculation methods for short term and extended term courses, and provisions for 
monitoring compliance with state and federal regulations related to credit hour calculations.   
 
§ 55100 
(b) A community college district may approve and offer nondegree-applicable credit courses and 
degree-applicable credit courses which are not part of an approved educational program without 
separate approval by the Chancellor. The Chancellor will conduct a periodic review to ensure that 
districts are in compliance with the following requirements: The chief executive officer, chief 
instructional officer, college academic senate president, and college curriculum committee chair of 
each college and/or district shall annually certify to the Chancellor, before the conclusion of each 
academic year, compliance with the following requirements related to the approval of credit courses:  
 
§ 55100 
(d) The Chancellor may, at any time, limit or terminate the ability of a district to approve or offer credit 
courses pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c) if he or she it is determinesd that a college and/or district 
has failed to comply with all any of the conditions set forth in those subdivisions this section until such 
time a college and/or district demonstrates compliance with all requirements for the certification 
requirements identified in this section. 
 
§ 55130 
(c) The development, establishment and evaluation of an education program shall include representative 
faculty involvement. The chief executive officer, chief instructional officer, college academic senate 
president, and college curriculum committee chair of each college and/or district shall annually certify to 
the Chancellor, before the conclusion of each academic year, compliance with the following requirements 
related to the approval of credit programs: 
 
§ 55130 
(e) In multicollege districts, program approval is granted for a specific college. The Chancellor may, at any 
time, limit or terminate the ability of a district to approve or offer educational programs if he or she it is 
determinesd that a college and/or district has failed to comply with any of the conditions set forth in this 
section until such time a college and/or district demonstrates compliance with the certification 
requirements identified in this section. 
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§ 55130 
(g) Before offering an Associate Degree for Transfer as identified in the Student Transfer Achievement Reform 
Act (Education Code section 66745 et seq.), the governing board of a community college district shall obtain 
approval of the Associate Degree for Transfer from the Chancellor in accordance with the Chancellor’s Office 
Program and Course Approval Handbook, prepared, distributed, and maintained by the Chancellor consistent 
with subdivision 55000.5(a). 

 
WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD 
Any interested person may submit written comments relevant to the changes to the proposed regulatory 
action subject to the renotice, i.e., title 5, California Code of Regulations, sections 55100 and 55130. As the 
45-day comment period for the original proposal has closed, we will accept comments concerning the 
changes outlined in this 15-day notice up to July 3, 2017. To ensure that your comments have the maximum 
effect in developing the final regulations, we urge you to identify clearly the specific section or sections of 
the proposed regulations that each of your comments addresses and to arrange your comments in the 
same order as the proposed regulations. 
 
Please send your comments to: 
 

Office of the General Counsel 
California Community Colleges 
Chancellor's Office 
1102 Q Street, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95811-6549 
Attn: Jacob Knapp, Senior Attorney  
 

Comments may also be submitted by facsimile at 916-322-9030 or by email at regcomments@cccco.edu. 
Comments must be received by Jacob Knapp prior to 4:00 p.m. on July 3, 2017. 
 
UPDATED INFORMATIVE DIGEST 
At its May 15, 2017, meeting, the Board of Governors held a public hearing and first reading regarding 
proposed changes to these regulations pursuant to the 45-day notice published on May 3, 2017. As a result 
of further staff analysis, staff discovered an error in section 55002.5 regarding credit course hours requiring 
96 hours or more; staff felt it was important to change sections 55100 and 55130 to remove the passive 
voice in reference to the Chancellor; staff also decided to add “college academic senate president” as a 
required signature for the credit course and credit certificates, which is stated in sections 55100 and 55130; 
and lastly, staff decided to add language in section 55130 that there will be local approval for all credit 
programs with the exception of Associate Degrees for Transfer (ADTs). 
 
It is expected that the Board of Governors will be asked to adopt these regulation changes pursuant to the 
original 45-day notice and this 15-day notice, at its meeting of July 17, 2017 
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CONTACT PERSON 
Inquiries concerning the content of these regulations may be directed to: 
 

Jackie Escajeda, Dean   
Academic Affairs Division 
California Community Colleges 
Chancellor's Office 
1102 Q Street, Suite 4554 
Sacramento, CA 95811-6549 
Telephone: 916-327-5361 
E-mail: jescada@cccco.edu 
 

Inquiries concerning the regulatory process may be directed to Leslie LeBlanc, Regulations Coordinator, at 
916-327-5913, or lleblanc@cccco.edu. 
 
TEXT OF PROPOSED REGULATIONS AND CORRESPONDING DOCUMENTS 
The exact language of the proposed regulation change subject to this 15-day notice is set forth above. All of 
the information upon which this proposal is based may be obtained online at: 
http://extranet.cccco.edu/SystemOperations/BoardofGovernors/Meetings.aspx 
 
Those who received the Board of Governors Agenda package for the May 15, 2017, meeting can find a 
further description of the original proposal and the full text of the regulations.  
 
You may also request a copy of the proposal from Leslie LeBlanc using the contact information provided 
above.  
 
 
JK/ll 
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