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LEGAL UPDATE 
October 18, 2019 

 
To:  Superintendents, Member School Districts (K-12) 

From:  Carl D. Corbin, General Counsel   
 
Subject: AB 1127 – LEAs Must Allow Intradistrict Transfer for Bullying  
  Memo No. 34-2019 
 
 
On October 12, 2019, the Governor approved Assembly Bill (“AB”) 1127, 
which effective January 1, 2020, requires a Local Educational Agency (“LEA”) 
to grant a victim of an act of bullying the right to an intradistrict transfer to a 
different school in the LEA.1  If the requested school is at maximum capacity, 
then the LEA shall accept an intradistrict transfer request to a different school 
within the LEA.2   
 

Interdistrict Attendance Permit Implications 
 
If the school district of residence has only one school offering the grade level of 
the victim of an act of bullying and therefore there is no option for an 
intradistrict transfer, the victim of an act of bullying may apply for an 
interdistrict transfer to another school district and the school district of residence 
shall not prohibit the transfer if the school district of proposed enrollment 
approves the application for transfer.3  Once the school district of proposed 
enrollment accepts a student who is a victim of an act of bullying, the school 
district of proposed enrollment shall continue to accept other students who are 
victims of an act of bullying until the receiving school district is at capacity.4   
 
The receiving school district must ensure the students selected for admission 
through an interdistrict attendance permit are selected through an unbiased 
process that prohibits an inquiry into or evaluation or consideration of whether 
or not a pupil should be enrolled based on academic or athletic performance, 
physical condition, proficiency in English, family income, or any of the 
individual characteristics set forth in Section 220, including, but not limited to, 
race or ethnicity, gender, gender identity, gender expression, and immigration 
status.5  

                                                           
1 AB 1127 amends Education Code § 46600.  All subsequent references are to the Education Code. 
2 § 46600(d)(2). 
3 Id. 
4 § 46600(d)(3). 
5 Id. 
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Duty to Provide Transportation 

 
Upon request of the parent or guardian on behalf of a pupil eligible for transfer as a victim of an 
act of bullying, a school district of enrollment shall provide transportation assistance to a pupil 
who is eligible for free or reduced-price meals.6 
 
A school district of enrollment may provide transportation assistance to any pupil who transfers 
to another LEA as a victim of an act of bullying.7 

It is the intent of the Legislature that the amount of transportation assistance provided to a pupil 
not exceed the supplemental grant received, if any, for the pupil pursuant to § 42238.02(e).8 

 
Victim of an Act of Bullying Defined 

 
A “victim of an act of bullying” is defined as a pupil who has been determined to have been a 
victim of bullying by an investigation pursuant to the complaint process described in Section 
234.1 [Uniform Complaint Procedures] and the bullying was committed by any pupil in the 
school district of residence, and the parent of the pupil has filed a written complaint regarding 
the bullying with the school, school district personnel, or a local law enforcement agency.9 
 
An act of bullying that is subject to the Uniform Complaint Procedures is bullying based on the 
actual or perceived characteristics in Education Code § 220 [disability, gender, gender identity, 
gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation or immigration 
status]. 

Considerations for LEAs 
 
We advise that LEAs review their policies to ensure compliance with this new law.  We also 
advise LEAs to carefully consider accepting a student who is the victim of an act of bullying due 
to the additional requirements imposed by AB 1127. 
 
For your convenience, a copy of AB 1127 is included with this Legal Update. 
 
Please contact our office with questions regarding this Legal Update or any other matter. 
 
 
The information in this Legal Update is provided as a summary of law and is not intended as legal advice.  
Application of the law may vary depending on the particular facts and circumstances at issue.  We, therefore, 
recommend that you consult legal counsel to advise you on how the law applies to your specific situation. 
 
© 2019 School and College Legal Services of California 
  
All rights reserved.  However, SCLS grants permission to any current SCLS client to use, reproduce, and distribute 
this Legal Update in its entirety for the client’s own non-commercial purposes. 
                                                           
6 § 46600(d)(5)(A). 
7 § 46600(d)(5)(B). 
8 § 46600(d)(5)(C).  Also, the supplemental grant reference in § 42238.02(e) provides in part: “The Superintendent 
shall compute a supplemental grant add-on equal to 20 percent of the base grants… “ 
9 § 46600(d)(4)(B). 
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AB-1127 Interdistrict attendance: prohibition on transfers by a school district of residence. (2019-2020)

SECTION 1. Section 46600 of the Education Code is amended to read:

46600. (a) (1) The governing boards of two or more school districts may enter into an agreement, for a term not
to exceed five school years, for the interdistrict attendance of pupils who are residents of the school districts.
The agreement may provide for the admission to a school district other than the school district of residence of a
pupil who requests a permit to attend a school district of proposed enrollment that is a party to the agreement
and that maintains schools and classes in transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, or any of grades 1 to 12,
inclusive, to which the pupil requests admission. Once a pupil in transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, or any
of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, is enrolled in a school pursuant to this chapter, the pupil shall not have to reapply
for an interdistrict transfer, and the governing board of the school district of enrollment shall allow the pupil to
continue to attend the school in which he or she  the pupil  is enrolled, except as specified in paragraphs (2) and
(4).

(2) The agreement shall stipulate the terms and conditions under which interdistrict attendance shall be
permitted or denied. The agreement may contain standards for reapplication agreed to by the school district of
residence and the school district of enrollment that differ from the requirements prescribed by paragraph (1).
The agreement may stipulate terms and conditions established by the school district of residence and the school
district of enrollment under which the permit may be revoked.

(3) The designee of the superintendent of the school district of residence shall issue an individual permit
verifying the school district’s approval, pursuant to policies of the governing board of the school district and
terms of the agreement for the transfer. A permit shall be valid upon concurring endorsement by the designee of
the governing board of the school district of proposed enrollment. The stipulation of the terms and conditions
under which the permit may be revoked is the responsibility of the school district of enrollment.

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), a school district of residence or school district of enrollment shall not rescind
existing transfer permits for pupils after June 30 following the completion of grade 10, or for pupils in grade 11
or 12.

(b) A pupil who has been determined by personnel of either the school district of residence or the school district
of proposed enrollment to have been the victim of an act of bullying, as defined in subdivision (r) of Section
48900, committed by a pupil of the school district of residence shall, at the request of the parent, be given
priority for interdistrict attendance.

(c) In addition to the requirements of subdivision (e) of Section 48915.1, and regardless of whether an
agreement exists or a permit is issued pursuant to this section, any school district may admit a pupil expelled
from another school district in which the pupil continues to reside.

(d) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, and regardless of whether an agreement exists or a permit is issued
pursuant to this section, a school district of residence shall not prohibit the transfer of a pupil who is a child of an
active military  duty military  parent to a school district of proposed enrollment if the school district of proposed
enrollment approves the application for transfer.

(2) A school district of residence shall approve an intradistrict transfer request for a victim of an act of bullying
unless the requested school is at maximum capacity, in which case the school district shall accept an intradistrict
transfer request for a different school in the school district. Notwithstanding any other law, and regardless of
whether an agreement exists or a permit is issued pursuant to this section, if the school district of residence has
only one school offering the grade level of the victim of an act of bullying and therefore there is no option for an
intradistrict transfer, the victim of an act of bullying may apply for an interdistrict transfer and the school district
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of residence shall not prohibit the transfer if the school district of proposed enrollment approves the application
for transfer.

(3) A school district of proposed enrollment that elects to accept an interdistrict transfer pursuant to this
subdivision shall accept all pupils who apply to transfer under this subdivision until the school district is at
maximum capacity. A school district of proposed enrollment shall ensure that pupils admitted under this
subdivision are selected through an unbiased process that prohibits an inquiry into or evaluation or consideration
of whether or not a pupil should be enrolled based on academic or athletic performance, physical condition,
proficiency in English, family income, or any of the individual characteristics set forth in Section 220, including,
but not limited to, race or ethnicity, gender, gender identity, gender expression, and immigration status.

(2) (4)  (A)  For purposes of this subdivision, “active military duty parent” means a parent with full-time military
duty status in the active uniformed service of the United States, including members of the National Guard and
the State Military Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to Chapter 1209 (commencing with Section 12301)
and Chapter 1211 (commencing with Section 12401) of Part II of Subtitle E of Title 10 of the United States Code.

(B) For purposes of this subdivision, a “victim of an act of bullying” means a pupil that has been determined to
have been a victim of bullying by an investigation pursuant to the complaint process described in Section 234.1
and the bullying was committed by any pupil in the school district of residence, and the parent of the pupil has
filed a written complaint regarding the bullying with the school, school district personnel, or a local law
enforcement agency.

(5) (A) Upon request of the parent or guardian on behalf of a pupil eligible for transfer pursuant to this
subdivision, a school district of enrollment shall provide transportation assistance to a pupil who is eligible for
free or reduced-price meals.

(B) A school district of enrollment may provide transportation assistance to any pupil admitted under this
subdivision.

(C) It is the intent of the Legislature that the amount of transportation assistance provided to a pupil pursuant to
subparagraph (A) or (B) not exceed the supplemental grant received, if any, for the pupil pursuant to subdivision
(e) of Section 42238.02.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.


